
Chan Wai Yeng

External Expert, South-East Asia IP SME Helpdesk

Patent Attorney, GHOWS LLC

31 October 2023

Enhancing Agri-Food Tech Innovation 
through Intellectual Property Rights

in Singapore



Speaker’s Bio

Name:          Chan Wai Yeng

Firm:             GHOWS LLC

Location:      Singapore

Wai Yeng has over 14 years of experience in Intellectual Property. Prior to joining Ghows, Wai 
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significant experience in patent work including drafting of patent specifications, patent 
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incubators, accelerators as well as government agencies to provide technology-focused IP
strategies, particularly in the area of patents.

Wai Yeng has also accumulated extensive experience in building and protecting brands in 
emerging markets. In a previous role, she headed the IP practice of the largest foreign law 
firm in Myanmar that supported rights owners in relation to the enforcement, border 
control, due diligence and protection of trade mark rights. 
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1. Snapshot of Agri-Food Tech 
innovation in Singapore



Launched on 2 Oct 2023. Grant call with focus on four R&D domains 

SFS R&D Programme 2.0  ‘Seed’ Grant

Food Safety

Future Foods

AquaPolis (Aquaculture)

Sustainable Urban Agriculture

https://www.sfa.gov.sg/food-farming/singapore-food-story/singapore-food-story-r-d-grant-call 

https://www.sfa.gov.sg/food-farming/singapore-food-story/singapore-food-story-r-d-grant-call


Agritech startup landscape (SEA)



Recent Agri-food tech news

APR 26, 2023 JUL 31, 2023 AUG 9, 2022



Recent Agri-food tech news

SEP 2, 2023

APR 7, 2023



2. IP Fundamentals



IP Fundamentals

• What is IP?

• A product of the human mind/ intellect/ skill

• It comes in many forms, technical innovation, trading logo, business 
know-how, dance sequence, new plant variety, song lyrics

• IP (and their rights) can be valued, sold, transferred, licenced

• Main categories of IP

➔ Registrable IP, non-registrable IP



Relevance of IP to a business 
Examples of 

tangible assets

Building & 

equipment

Cash & bonds

Inventory

Land

Examples of 

intangible assets

Patents

Brand value

Customer data

Regulatory approval

Source: Ocean Tomo - Intangible Market Value Study 2020

https://oceantomo.com/intangible-asset-market-value-study

https://oceantomo.com/intangible-asset-market-value-study


AgriFood x IP

Patents

Trademarks

Copyright

Plant Breeders’ rights

Geographical indications

Designs

Trade Secrets



Key Intellectual Property Rights (IPR)

Intellectual Property Rights 

(IPRs)

Registrable

Non-Registrable in SG



Other Agri-Food IPR

Plant Breeders’ rights

Geographical indications



What does it mean to you?
IP that is proprietary to you – IP protected by trademarks, patents, designs and other
registrable IP rights must be registered at the relevant IP offices, before they can be enforced
against third parties for unauthorised use.

It is your sole responsibility to register, maintain and enforce your IPRs in all 

the territories that IP protection is needed

Relevance of IP to a business 



3. IP Considerations before 
entering a new market



IP Considerations before entering a new market

Your competitors

❑ What services and products are they offering?

❑ Which brands have been trademarked?

❑ What designs/technologies have been protected through IP registrations by these 

competitors?

❑ What designs/technologies have not been protected by them?

Have you taken steps to secure/protect your IP in the new market

❑ Have you filed trademarks for your brand/company name?

❑ Are your designs and technologies protected? How are they being protected?



Scenario 1 – introducing a new brand into SEA

Brand “VEGO” 
- currently distributed in the EU market

- vegan food product range 
PH VN VN

MY, TH, ID, SG
PH MY



Checking the products/services listed in the 
trademark registration 



Scenario 2 – EU (irrigation tech) company 
expanding into the Singapore market

Search Result for 

“irrigation”



Secretion of heme-containing 

polypeptides filed by Impossible 

Foods Inc.

Freedom to operate searches - patents

Countries that patents have been 

filed – CN, EP, PL, IT, RS, ES, SI, HU, 

DK, PT

Technology is free to use in South-

East Asia (and other countries)



IP Marketplaces

https://wipogreen.wipo.int/



IP Marketplaces

https://www.ipi-singapore.org/



Protecting your IP in Singapore

Trademark

• *S$380 per class

• Reduction to *S$280 

for pre-approved list 

of goods/ services

• Continual protection, 

subject to renewal 

every 10 years

Patent

• Filing fee *S$170 

• Examination fee 

*S$1,420 - S$2,050

• Grant fee from 

*S$210

• Valid for 20 years, 

subject to payment 

of annual renewal 

fee

Registered 
Designs

• *S$200 per design

• Valid for 15 years 

subject to payment 

of renewal fees

Registration at Intellectual Property Office of 

Singapore (IPOS)

Copyright

• Copyright subsists 
automatically for 
original work without 
registration

• Author’s lifetime + 70 
years

Confidential 
Information / 
Trade Secrets

Registration not available

• Establish security controls 
(physical and tech) & 
policy

• NDAs, marking of 
confidential documents, 
restriction of access

• Contractual obligations

• As long as secrecy is 
maintained

Approx 10 - 12 

months to 

registration

Typically 2.5 - 3.5 yrs 

but can be shortened 

to 6 months to grant

Approx 2 - 3 months 

to registration

*Fees payable to IP Office. Does not include fee to engage IP professional 



4. Case Study



Cultivated meat industry in Singapore



Patents

Trademarks

Copyright, trade secrets

SG 11201914083T (CULTURED MEAT)
SG 11202305713P (3D-PRINTABLE SCAFFOLD)
SG 11202303264U (SCAFFOLD SYSTEM)
SG 11202303262Q (EDIBLE PROTEIN)IP portfolio of 

Aleph Farms in 

Singapore

Cultivated meat industry in Singapore



5. Takeaways



• Multiple forms of IP rights are available to Agri-food tech 

businesses. 

• Speak to an IP professional during early stages of your 

business, and especially before entering any new markets.

• Are there existing 3rd party IP rights that can obstruct your 

business such as blocking patents?

• Determine which IP rights are relevant for protection in SEA 

and register them as soon as practicable.

• Monitor for infringement once applications have been filed.

Key takeaways





Let’s stay connected

@seaiphelpdesk@ipSEAsia @south-east-asia-ip-
sme-helpdesk

South-East Asia Intellectual 
Property SME Helpdesk

https://www.facebook.com/seaiphelpdesk/
https://twitter.com/ipSEAsia
https://www.linkedin.com/company/south-east-asia-ipr-sme-helpdesk
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDj2M6x-IrpQzW5tLx1YA1g/featured

	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 22
	Slide 23
	Slide 24
	Slide 25
	Slide 26
	Slide 27
	Slide 28
	Slide 29
	Slide 30
	Slide 31
	Slide 32
	Slide 33

