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Clusters and smart specialisation strategies

To support innovation and 
companies in prioritised areas of 
smart specialisation, through 
regional cluster strategies/ 
programs

Region Skåne, Östergötland, Värmland….

Region Värmland has a strong innovation system 
with Karlstad University, clusters, science parks, 
incubators, test beds, research institutes and 
funding platforms that all contribute.

To connect areas of strengths 
through networks of clusters –
National ERDF-program 

SAMLA – an initiative that supports innovation and 
development processes for SMEs within the food 
industry. The purpose has been to establish network 
and channels for improved cooperation between 
SMEs and research actors – for future 
competitiveness.

https://samlasverige.se

https://samlasverige.se/
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Background of National Programs

Sweden’s growth agency – Tillväxtverket 

‐ S3-Cluster Pilot  (2018-2021)and The national EU-program

‐ Regional cluster program (2006-2010, 2012-2014)

‐ National ERDF-programs 2014-2020, 2021-2028)

SME orientation, regional prioritations; Smart specializations 

Sweden’s innovation agency  - Vinnova

‐ Vinnväxt-program (2002-2028)

‐ Strategic innovation Programs: Impact Innovation

National approach, R&I



Main national policies 

National strategy for sustainable 
regional development 2021-2030

Strengthen regional innovation capacity; 
SMEs and between private sector and 
R&I actors in general

Innovation & entrepreneurship, S3, cluster 
development

Skills

Attractive environment & accessibility

International cooperation

The Research and Innovation Bill 
2021-2024

Strategic innovation programs

Test and demonstration

Research institutes

Lowered thresholds for utilization and 
commercialization

These initiatives contribute meeting 
societal challenges, utilizing research 
results 



Thank you!

ewa.andersson@tillvaxtverket.se





ORKLA
DUNI 

UBLOX 



SEE YOU AT
INVIGNINGSFESTEN! 
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