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With the Fit for 55 package (COM(2021)550), adopted in July 2021 as a follow up of the EU Green Deal 
(COM(2019)640) implementation, the European Commission had envisaged a series of initiatives 
and legislative measures to curb emissions by at least 55% by 2030 compared to 1990. 

The already very ambitious target set by the Fit for 55 package has been overcome, last March, 
by ‘REPowerEU: Joint European Action for more affordable, secure and sustainable 
energy’ (COM(2022)108), through which the European Commission, in response to Russia’s 
unprovoked and unjustified military aggression against Ukraine, sets new measures and targets 
with the specific aim to reduce imports of gas from Russia by two thirds (around 100 bcm of gas), by 
the end of 2022. 

Therefore, although REPowerEU calls for a stronger and clearer case for a rapid clean energy 
transition, the plan entails a series of short-term measures aimed at gas diversification, electrification, 
and industry transformation, which are not necessarily dealing with renewable energies deployment. 

The most important and somewhat new aspect is the timeframe of just a few months set to achieve 
the very ambitious target. 

To give an idea of the effort required, the Fit for 55 package foresees a decrease of the EU 
gas consumption by about 30% (or 100 bcm) by 2030. The ambition of REPowerEU is to reduce 
imports of gas from Russia of a corresponding amount (100 bcm) by the end of 2022, plus a 
series of more stringent measures as compared to Fit for 55 for the years to come. Indeed, the 
measures proposed by REPowerEU are diversified and focused on substituting Russian gas, rather 
than generically getting rid of gas. 

The Green and Circular Economy Unit of DG GROW acts in compliance to ‘The 2020 Industrial 
Policy Package’ COM(2020)102) and the ‘New Industrial Strategy for Europe’ COM(2021)350, and 
specifically addresses the Renewable Energy  Ecosystem, one out of the fourteen ‘Industrial 
Ecosystems’ identified by the Annual Single Market Report 2021 (SWD(2021)351).  

In this framework the Unit strives to safeguard and boost the EU industry competitiveness in relation 
to renewable energies deployment. As for the specific aspects dealt with by REPowerEU, current 
focus is mainly on the solar energy, wind energy and heat pumps sectors. 

From a recent analysis of the impact REPowerEU would have on the EU industry, it resulted that 
heat pump installation would have to double from 600k registered in 2020 to 1.3 million this year. 
Solar and wind deployment would have to be accelerated by 20%. 

Besides several bottlenecks, also specific risks need to be addressed to ensure deployment can occur. 

Import dependency is very high in the case of solar PVs and comprises the whole upstream part of 
the value chain (ingots, wafers, cells, modules). In the case of heat pumps, import dependency 
concerns notably refrigerants and chips used in inverters. As for wind energy, in order to deploy 38 
GW per year, the EU industry will need to produce and install about 5,000 new turbines each year, 
which reflects in a approximate requirement of about 1,500,000 tons of steel, 250,000 tons of iron, 
125,000 tons of glass fibre and 23 tons of permanent magnets per year for the EU market. The 
increasing prices of energy and of raw materials, such as steel, might prove to be a major obstacle. 


