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Programmes specific for interregional collaboration

www.interreg.eu
2x€42 million



Toolbox on interregional investment

TOOL #1 “Inter-regional and collaborative governance’

TOOL #2 “Undertaking market research”

TOOL #3 “Defining your offer”

TOOL #4 “Basics of financial planning”

TOOL #5 “Determining your target funding mix” i

https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/eb5fdf48-5ef5-11ec-9c6c-01aa75ed71a1


Policy background

➢March 2020: EU Industrial Policy

➢ July 2020: European Skills Agenda for sustainable competitiveness, social fairness 
and resilience (November 2020: launch of Pact for Skills)

➢2021: Updated EU Industrial Policy

➢2023: Green Deal Industrial Plan



1 OPEN 
STRAND

14 Industrial 
Ecosystem 

Strands

++

42
Million 

EUR
30 Euroclusters

Euroclusters are established to help implement 
industrial policy in SMEs through Clusters

to help in the implementation of the EU Industrial 

Strategy: green & digital transitions + resilience

by creating collaboration networks at EU-level that will 
develop and implement supporting measures for SMEs

consortia of cluster organizations teaming up with other 
types of organizations

HOW?

WHO?

WHAT FOR?



30 Euroclusters
started work in 

September 2022

171 partners

23 different 
countries

Activities:
1. Networking
2. Innovating
3. International
4. Adopting
5. Training
6. Outreach



Between February and October 2023, all 30 SMP Euroclusters
awarded at least 1 call. In total they published 55 cascading calls 
to financially support SMEs. More FSTP Calls are expected to be 
published soon.

In total these first calls will award around 26.7 million euro (out of 
the 31.5 million expected in total) to almost 2000 estimated 
SMEs. 

Half of them are closed but half is still open 

FSTP supports e.g. participation in networking and marketing 
activities; advisory services; collaboration pilot projects; travel 
grants; prototyping/ demonstrations actions; development of new 
products/ processes to be launched on the market; etc.

Cascade funding / FSTP Calls to SMEs



Opportunities for SMEs: Calls from Euroclusters

#EUClustersTalks



Opportunities for SMEs: Calls from Euroclusters

#EUClustersTalks



• Webinar events explaining e.g. mobility trends, to enhance cooperation between industrial 
ecosystems and SMEs.

• Mapping of entities (SMEs and start-ups, research organizations, training agencies, innovation 
partners, clusters, business associations, etc.) to act as the ground on which all contents and 
activities managed in the Eurocluster will be shared.

• Training workshops designed (for SMEs and clusters managers/ staff) and to be delivered on the 
topics: circular economy, digitalization, upskilling and shortage of labour force, cluster 
management skills, interaction and collaboration among clusters.

• Matchmaking events, promoting upcoming FSTP Calls, and enabling SMEs to find partners to apply 
with and foster collaboration between them.

• Analysis of existing critical inputs / supplies / technologies to better understand challenges that 
SMEs are facing in their specific market.

Examples of other activities by Euroclusters
(outside FSTP)



Specific objectives of Euroclusters & Timeline

7 Dec 21 Jan-Feb April 22 July Sept/Oct
Up to 36 
months

DDL for Submission Project Kick-offs

Evaluation panels Grant Agreements First progress reports

Evaluation results

2024

2nd call

NETWORK
• Resilience preparedness/business continuity plans

ADOPT
• SMEs supported which undertook business process 

innovation

GO INTERNATIONAL
• Collaboration agreements signed with third countries

• SMEs benefited from internationalisation

INNOVATE
• New-to-firm products/services identified

TRAIN
• Cluster organisations which received training

• SMEs investing in skills development

COMMUNICATE
• Social media followers

• SMEs supported coming from countries/regions different from 
those of Euroclusters partners



SILICON EUROPE
Electronic Based System meta 

cluster

Leaders in digital technologies including 
Micro- & Nanoelectronics, Cyber Security, 
Photonics and Robotics.

More than 2000 companies and research 
institutions

More than 400,000 jobs

Home of world-wide leading companies: 
Arm, ASML, ASM International, Atos, AT&S, 
Bosch, Cisco, Epcos, Thales DIS, 
Globalfoundries, HPE, Infineon, Intel, 
Nexperia, NXP Semiconductors, Orange, 
Philips, SAP, Schneider Electric, 
STMicroelectronics, T-Systems and Thales.
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Toolbox on interregional investment

TOOL #1 “Inter-regional and collaborative governance’

TOOL #2 “Undertaking market research”

TOOL #3 “Defining your offer”

TOOL #4 “Basics of financial planning”

TOOL #5 “Determining your target funding mix” i

https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/eb5fdf48-5ef5-11ec-9c6c-01aa75ed71a1


FSTP / Where to find published calls

▪ European Cluster Collaboration Platform:  
https://clustercollaboration.eu/open-calls/euroclusters 

▪ Enterprise Europe Network: https://een.ec.europa.eu/ 

▪ Funding and Tenders Portal: link to Euroclusters open calls

▪ Euroclusters’ consortia own websites & social media channels

https://clustercollaboration.eu/open-calls/euroclusters
https://een.ec.europa.eu/
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-search;callCode=null;freeTextSearchKeyword=euroclusters;matchWholeText=false;typeCodes=0,1,2,8;statusCodes=31094501,31094502,31094503;programmePeriod=null;programCcm2Id=null;programDivisionCode=null;focusAreaCode=null;destinationGroup=null;missionGroup=null;geographicalZonesCode=null;programmeDivisionProspect=null;startDateLte=null;startDateGte=null;crossCuttingPriorityCode=null;cpvCode=null;performanceOfDelivery=null;sortQuery=sortStatus;orderBy=asc;onlyTenders=false;topicListKey=topicSearchTablePageState


Thank you

© European Union 2022

Unless otherwise noted the reuse of this presentation is authorised under the CC BY 4.0 license. For any use or reproduction of elements that are not owned by 
the EU, permission may need to be sought directly from the respective right holders.

https://ec.europa.eu/growth/industry/policy/cluster_en
http://www.clustercollaboration.eu 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/european-cluster-collaboration-platform-eccp/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/resource-efficient/ 

Visit the new ECCP, create/update your profile

ECCP’s European Cluster Panorama and Policy Toolkit - YouTube

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://ec.europa.eu/growth/industry/policy/cluster_en
http://www.clustercollaboration.eu/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/european-cluster-collaboration-platform-eccp/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/resource-efficient/
https://clustercollaboration.eu/
https://clustercollaboration.eu/
http://www.clustercollaboration.eu/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LWo6j1a-b1s&t=3s
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