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1. conception framework 

2. needs and disruptions 

3. solutions 

Link to session´s recording  

 

CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK  

In the meeting on 1 st June, the European Clusters Alliance discussed current funding 

opportunities, shared experiences with the different types of calls, and analysed ways on 

how to better coordinate the participation in calls.  

Current funding opportunities 

There is a collection of funding opportunities by various entities published on the ECCP 

COVID-19 Response Forum. Even though the forum is now closed for participation, the 

information on these calls is still accessible. The ECCP website will continue to provide 

information on relevant calls and funding opportunities.  

European Green Deal stakeholder consultation  

In September, the EU will publish the European Green Deal call. There is an ongoing 

stakeholder consultation until 3 June 2020 about the shape of the call. The European 

Clusters Alliance encourages the participants to take part in this survey to give visibility to 

the cluster community and to give input in how the call should be shaped best for clusters. It 

is a possibility to cocreate the call. The community should be more active in this kind of 

strategic activity.   

ECA position paper 

The European Clusters Alliance is working on a new position paper, in which they want to 

include ideas on funding and to reinforce cascade funding as a useful funding scheme.  

Experiences with past calls / ERASMUS + / Upcoming calls 

In many European countries, calls have been dedicated to find solutions to the COVID-19 

crisis, e.g. to support innovation for industrial companies, to help specific sectors like 

tourism, or for specific tools like technological platforms. However, clusters are not always 

recognised as agents to participate in the calls (e.g. in calls of Spanish Ministry of Science). 

https://youtu.be/TK_dN2qCoC0
https://ec.europa.eu/info/research-and-innovation/strategy/european-green-deal/call_en


DG GROW encourages clusters to broaden the clusters´ configuration into research to not 

only be perceived as actors for SMEs.  

Funding schemes differ in various aspects. Apart from the “traditional” calls in the structural 

or social cohesion funds, the EU will strengthen other instruments like LIFE or ERASMUS + in 

the future. The University of Málaga (Sonsoles Jiménez Pérez) and Cluster AVIA (Automotive 

Valencian Cluster, Elena Lluch) already have experience with ERASMUS + and recommend 

the tool to the other participants. It provides good opportunities for the cluster members 

while it is relatively easy to manage from the administrative side. It is a useful tool to 

strengthen companies and partners. They are willing to participate in future ERASMUS + 

programmes.  

DG GROW (Marek Przeor) reminds that there are still potential projects under the current 

MFF to be targeted in 2020/2021 and announces that a range of new instruments is coming 

under the new MFF.  

________________________________________________________ 

IDENTIFICATION OF NEEDS 

- Sometimes clusters lack the dynamic to participate more strategically in calls as 

they are more involved in immediate action. The need is to become more visible 

outside the “regular” circles.  

- Communicate to clusters the need to participate in the stakeholder consultation of 

the European Green Deal call  

- Disseminate opportunities of new calls early and be in touch with regional 

authorities to get information about the calls before they are published, not only be 

reactive 

- Need for a strategic approach to address calls across Europe as a cluster 

community  

- Actively generate consortia for new calls, there is a dissemination gap (calls are not 

fully disseminated to companies which should be involved)  

_______________________________________________________  

SOLUTIONS 

- The cluster community (ECA, ECCP) needs to approach calls in a pro-active and strategic 

way to tackle asymmetry of information and coordination failure. 

- Ideas for the following steps (SIEG methodology as named by Marek Przeor):  

o Screen what is still available in 2014-20 budget and what is proposed in the 

Recovery Package/MFF2021-27 

o Inform all members of clusters across EU about the funding 

opportunities/organise the dissemination of knowledge 

o Elaborate ideas for programmes and their calls 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/live-work-travel-eu/health/coronavirus-response/recovery-plan-europe_en


o Generate critical mass (cohesion, excellence) to prepare solid 

applications/build an effective mechanism to create consortia from the 

different angles 

 


